Chemistry of Life Section
Macromolecule

Carbohydrates (polysaccharides)

Subunits


Monosaccharides (simple sugars)

Elements


carbon, hydrogen, oxygen

Function


energy and structural support

[image: image2.jpg]AminofAcidiStructure

on
C—C-OH

Cmox)hc ‘Acid

R\

s
Side Chain




Drawing


                    

Macromolecule

Proteins

Subunits


amino acids

Elements


carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen

Function


control chemical reactions by acting as catalysts (speed up 





reactions)   





enzymes
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Macromolecule

Lipids

Subunits


Triglyceride

Elements


carbon, hydrogen, oxygen

Function


cell membranes, cuticle or waxy coating on leaves, 

pigments and steroids (hormones)
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Macromolecule

Nucleic Acids (DNA or RNA)

Subunits


nucleotide

Elements


carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen, phosphorus

Function


carry genetic information
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